Shlichut and Israel Engagement Committee
November 2, 2025
· The new Chair of the Committee, Ms. Helen Zalik, was introduced and welcomed the participants.
· A heartfelt farewell was held for the outgoing Co-Chairs who completed their five-year term, Ms. Diana Anderson and Mr. Andrew Keen.
· The rationale and concept behind the newly formed committee — Shlichut and Israel Engagement — were presented.
The unit encompasses two core strategies for Jewish education and engagement with Israel: Shlichut and Israel experiences.
These two strategies complement one another: Shlichim bring Israel to Jewish communities abroad and encourage participation in programs in Israel, while Israel experiences create authentic and powerful encounters with Israel for program participants visiting the country.
This reflects a holistic, systemic approach, integrating both strategies, and the committee will promote this vision in alignment with the Jewish Agency’s new strategic plan.
· The new areas of focus for the committee were introduced: Community Engagement, Youth, Campuses, Formal and Informal Education, Masa, and SPARKIL.
· A discussion was held with participants of the Institute for Overseas Youth Movement Leaders Program, in which the participants shared how influential the Shaliach in their youth movement and community had been in their decision to join a long-term program in Israel, how the program has impacted them personally, and what they hope to do when they return to their home communities.
· In her closing remarks, the new Chair emphasized the importance of defining what success looks like, how it will be measured, and other key evaluation questions moving forward.

