Protocol – Committee on Jewish Peoplehood & Identity
Board of Trustees Meeting
Date: November 2, 2025
Orient Hotel, Jerusalem
Led by: Dana Zaks, Unit Director
Participants:
Chairman of The Jewish Agency – Maj. Gen. (Res.) Doron Almog
Chairman of the Board of Trustees – Mr. Mark Wilf
Director General of The Jewish Agency – Mr. Yehuda Setton
Director, Unit for Identity & Connection – Dana Harnik Zaks
Chair of the Committee on Identity & Connection – Diana Anderson
Due to the large number of attendees and the crowded hall, a complete list of participants could not be recorded.

Opening Remarks – Committee Chair
This was Diana’s first meeting as Chair of the Committee. She introduced herself, opened the session with words of welcome, and emphasized the importance of strengthening the bond between communities in Israel and Jewish communities worldwide. She highlighted the central role of The Jewish Agency in fostering identity, belonging, and mutual responsibility among the younger generation.

Remarks by The Jewish Agency’s Director General – Mr. Setton
Mr. Setton noted that meaningful connection between young people in Israel and their peers in the Diaspora is key to real and lasting change. He stated that deepening relationships between the two groups creates significant social and cultural impact and strengthens the sense of the Jewish people as one large family.

Remarks by The Jewish Agency’s Chairman – Maj. Gen. (Res.) Doron Almog
Mr. Almog thanked all participants from Israel and abroad and emphasized that encounters between young Israelis and young Jews from around the world amplify Israel’s positive influence globally. Strengthening young people’s connection to Israel, he said, remains a top strategic priority.

Unit for Identity & Connection – Dana Zaks
Dana emphasized that the unit continues to build upon strong, long-standing foundations while renewing and deepening core areas of work in response to the evolving needs of today’s youth.
Dana presented the unit’s vision:
• Identifying and responding to the real needs and challenges of young Israelis
• Deepening engagement and connection with Jewish youth abroad
• Cultivating roots, pluralism, and a shared sense of peoplehood
• Expanding the unit’s reach through meaningful, innovative programs designed to build the next generation of the Jewish people

Youth Panel – Program Participants
Four graduates from unit programs shared the significance of initiatives that foster meaningful encounters between young Israelis and young Jews from the Diaspora:
1. Campars2gether: 
Adina Feigelstone, Program Director, presented two graduates of the program – Tomer and Hili, 8th-grade students who participated in a summer camp in the United States. They shared their experiences, emphasizing the importance of taking part, the sense of hope and mutual responsibility they felt, and the powerful impact of strengthening their Jewish identity – especially through shared Shabbat experiences.
They described the opportunity to meet Jewish youth from abroad as a dream come true, and noted that the encounter opened for them a new understanding of their own connection to world Jewry.
2. Kol Ami Mechina (Gap Year Program)
Elkana Bar Eitan, a staff member, shared the significance of the program for both Israeli and international participants.
He introduced two mechina graduates – Omer and Evyatar – who described the program as an empowering and life-changing experience. They spoke about the deep bonds formed with their peers from abroad during six months of shared living and learning in Israel, and how these relationships continue to accompany them long after the program ended.

Conclusion
The meeting provided a renewed introduction to the unit’s work, highlighting updates made across several programs in response to current challenges in Israel and around the world. Dana emphasized that the unit’s long-standing professional foundations enable it to meaningfully engage with questions of identity and connection to Israel and the Jewish people, particularly among young audiences.
All participants expressed appreciation for The Jewish Agency’s efforts and a strong sense of commitment to continued partnership.

